
June 9 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

802

self in opposition to my country. But faced
with the opportunity to find a new way for-
ward, one that would benefit its own people,
the Iranian Government has chosen instead to
remain a prisoner of the past. 

Saturday will mark 1 year from the day that
an election captivated the attention of the
world, an event that should have been remem-
bered for how the Iranian people participated
with remarkable enthusiasm, but will instead
be remembered for how the Iranian Govern-
ment brutally suppressed dissent and mur-
dered the innocent, including a young woman
left to die in the street.

Actions do have consequences, and today
the Iranian Government will face some of
those consequences. Because whether it is
threatening the nuclear nonproliferation re-
gime or the human rights of its own citizens or
the stability of its own neighbors by supporting

terrorism, the Iranian Government continues
to demonstrate that its own unjust actions are
a threat to justice everywhere. 

I want and hope for the people of Iran that
the Government of Iran will make a different
choice. It can make a different choice and pur-
sue a course that will reaffirm the NPT as the
basis of global nonproliferation and disarma-
ment, a course that will advance Iran’s own se-
curity and prosperity and the peace of the wid-
er world. Today’s sanctions are yet another sig-
nal that if the Iranian Government continues
to undermine the NPT and the peace that it
protects, then Iran will find itself more isolat-
ed, less prosperous, and less secure. 

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:44 p.m. in
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House.

Message to the Congress Reporting on Export Licenses for Exports to China
June 9, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 902(b)(2) of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 1990 and 1991
(Public Law 101–246)(the “Act”), and as Presi-
dent of the United States, I hereby report to
the Congress that it is in the national interest
of the United States to terminate the suspen-
sions under section 902(a)(3) of the Act with
respect to the issuance of permanent muni-
tions export licenses for exports to the People’s

Republic of China insofar as such restrictions
pertain to the LightScanner®  32 System used
for gene mutation genotyping for individual-
ized cancer treatment. License requirements
remain in place for these exports and require
review on a case-by-case basis by the United
States Government.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 9, 2010.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders
June 10, 2010

Well, I want to thank all these leaders for
engaging in a very substantive conversation,
and I’m going to be relatively brief in summa-
rizing it. Obviously, at the top of our list was
our continued response to the crisis in the
Gulf and what’s happening with the oil spill.
We gave them an update on all the measures
that are being taken, the single largest national
response in United States history to an envi-

ronmental disaster. But we had a frank conver-
sation about the fact that the laws that have
been in place have not been adequate for a cri-
sis of this magnitude. The Oil Pollution Act
was passed at a time when people didn’t envi-
sion drilling 4 miles under the sea for oil.

And so it’s going to be important
that—based on facts, based on experts, based
on a thorough examination of what went
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wrong here and where things have gone right,
but also where things have gone wrong—that
we update the laws to make sure that the peo-
ple in the Gulf, the fishermen, the hotel own-
ers, families who are dependent for their liveli-
hoods in the Gulf, that they are all made whole
and that we are in a much better position to re-
spond to any such crisis in the future. So that
was a prominent part of the discussion, and I
was pleased to see bipartisan agreement that we
have to deal with that in an aggressive, forward-
leaning way.

Even as we deal with that crisis, we’ve still
got an economy that’s on the mend, but there
are a lot of people out there who are still out of
work. There are a lot of families who are still
struggling to pay the bills. And so a major part
of our discussion was how could we continue to
build on the progress that’s been made in the
economy and, in particular, how can we make
sure that has an impact on job growth and the
day-to-day improvements that people are see-
ing in their own lives.

A couple of things that we discussed was
passing the package of tax extenders and unem-
ployment insurance and so forth that is impor-
tant to give families confidence that they’re go-
ing to be able to get back on their feet, but also
give businesses confidence in terms of what
their tax structure is going to look like going for-
ward.

A prominent area that we want to see move-
ment on, hopefully in this work period, is on
small businesses. They are the primary drivers
of jobs in our economy. We are still seeing
problems for small businesses when it comes to
being able to obtain loans to expand or hire new
people or just maintain their inventories. And
so we’ve got a package of measures that have
been worked on, on a bipartisan basis, that
would help in terms of capitalizing small firms,
that would eliminate capital gains taxes for
startups and small businesses. Those measures
need to be put in place. We need to get that
done because the work of repairing this econo-
my is not complete.

We think that it is important, during this
work period, to finish the financial regulatory
bill. The financial markets, I think, deserve cer-
tainty, but more importantly, in my mind, con-

sumers and the American people deserve to
know that there’s a regulatory framework that is
in place that protects consumers, investors, or-
dinary folks, and assures taxpayers that they
never again are put in a position where they’ve
got to bail out somebody because of their irre-
sponsible acts.

And we also think that it’s important to com-
plete a supplemental, a package that ensures
that our young men and women who are in uni-
form fighting in Afghanistan get all the support
that they need.

So we’re going to have a busy agenda going
forward. There are some immediate things that
we have to deal with. There are also some medi-
um- and long-term issues that we’ve discussed
that have to be dealt with. The one that was
prominent was the issue of how we deal with
debt and deficits. And there were actually some
very constructive conversations around the ta-
ble about ways that we could start making sig-
nificant progress, not necessarily even waiting
for the financial commission on some steps. For
example, I’ve already called for a 3-year freeze
on discretionary spending. There was a good
conversation among the leadership in terms of
how we adhere to that number. And there were
some other creative suggestions, both from Re-
publican and Democrats, about further prog-
ress that we could make on that front.

In that same category of thinking about the
next generation, I want to close by just talking
about my personal belief that we have to move
on an energy agenda that is forward looking,
that creates jobs, that assures that we are lead-
ers in solar and wind and biodiesel, that recog-
nizes that we are going to be reliant on fossil fu-
els for many years to come, that we are going to
still be using oil, and we’re still going to be us-
ing other fossil fuels, but that we have to start
planning now and putting the infrastructure in
place now, putting the research and develop-
ment in place now so that we end up being
leaders in our energy future.

I’m actually going to have a group of CEOs
this afternoon who’ve come in from a wide
range of different industries, people from Bill
Gates of Microsoft to the former chairman of
DuPont, who have come up with a series of rec-
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ommendations about how we need to move
much more aggressively on the energy agenda.

And although, obviously, our immediate
task is to deal with a crisis that is affecting mil-
lions of people down in the Gulf, we can’t
keep our eye off the importance of having an
energy policy that meets the needs of the next
generation and ensures that the United States
is the leader when it comes to energy policy.
We are not yet that leader, and that’s what I
want us to do. And so I very much appreciate
all the leaders here today who have been very

constructive in wanting to explore how we can
move that forward.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to William H. Gates III,
chairman, Microsoft Corporation; and Charles
O. “Chad” Holliday, Jr., former chairman and
chief executive officer, DuPont. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Day of Portugal, Camoes, and the Portuguese Communities
June 10, 2010

I join the American people in extending my
best wishes to all who celebrate Portugal Day,
also known as the Day of Camoes, Portugal,
and the Portuguese Communities. The United
States and Portugal enjoy a strong friendship
built upon common values, and our two na-
tions continue to work together to promote
peace, stability, and development around the

world. While this day marks the passing of
Portugal’s greatest poet, Luis Vaz de Camoes,
it is also a day to recognize and celebrate Por-
tugal’s history and accomplishments. Here at
home, Portuguese Americans have greatly
contributed to our Nation, adding their cul-
ture and heritage to our own.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Equal Pay Act
June 10, 2010

On June 10, 1963, President John F. Ken-
nedy signed into law the Equal Pay Act, which
sought to end wage discrimination on the basis
of sex. At the time, women were paid 59 cents
for every dollar earned by men. Forty-seven
years later, pay parity remains far from reality,
as women in the United States still only earn
77 cents for every dollar earned by men. For
women of color, this gap is even wider. This
remains unacceptable, as it was when the Act
was signed. All women and their families de-
serve equal pay. Women now make up nearly
half of the Nation’s workforce, most homes
have two working parents, and 60 percent of
all women work full time. As we emerge from
one of the worst recessions in American histo-
ry, when families are struggling to pay their
bills and save for the future, pay inequity only
deepens that struggle and hampers our econo-
my’s ability to fully recover.

But we have taken some important steps to
address this inequality. I am proud that the
first bill I signed into law was the Lilly Ledbet-
ter Fair Pay Act, which restored the right to
seek a remedy for women who, like the law’s
namesake, face wage discrimination during
their careers. In my State of the Union Ad-
dress, I pledged to crack down on violations of
equal pay laws, and I’ve created the National
Equal Pay Enforcement Task Force, bringing
together Federal agencies to improve the en-
forcement of equal pay laws. We’ve also in-
creased funding for Federal agencies charged
with enforcing equal pay laws and other civil
rights statutes. The agencies themselves have
taken steps to address disparities. For in-
stance, the Department of Labor Women’s
Bureau is conducting research and analysis,
providing technical assistance, and building
partnerships to increase women’s incomes,
narrow the wage gap, and reduce income in-
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